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was a sou'r taste in the mouth.
Experiment (2) He held a silver and gold coin against the
two sides of the tongue and connected them by a wire. Bitter
taste emanated on the tongue.
Volta concluded that contact of two different metals pro-
duced electricity.
In 1791 Luigi Galvani did the following experiment on a
dissected frog. A sharp brass hook was driven into the spinal
cord and an iron scalpel held touching the leg muscle. When
the iron scalpel touched the brass hook, the leg muscle twitched
violently! Galvani called it "animal electricity" and opined
that the body of the frog stored this electricity and released it
when the body was touched with two different metals. Volta
did not agree with the above explanation. He took two rods of
different metal, dipped them in brine (solution of sodium chlo-
ride). When the two ends are made to touch, a spark ema-
nated! He was overwhelmed with joy. In 1792 Volta discov-
ered this concept of "dynamic electricity" or electric current.
In Galvani's experiment, the tissues of the body including the
leg (muscle) of the frog contain brine; it was the effect of gen-
erated electricity. The term "animal electricity" is not apt.
Volta collected coins of different metals, arranged them
one above the other with pieces of cardboard soaked in brine
inserted between the coins. In this pile of coins called
"Voltaic pile", a copper coin was at one end and silver coin at